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CHAPTER VI
HETERODOXY   (AKABA,   1918)
Arab operations. Colonel Lawrence. Arab base at Akaba. Colonel
Joyce and his fellow-officers. Wady Ittm. Guwera. Emir Feisal. Ja'far
Pasha. Camel riding. Lawrence's wardrobe. His personality. Recon-
naissance of Dhat al Haj. The Hejaz railway. The Elizabethan Law-
rence. Dawnay. Capture of Semna. Attack on Maan.
HOWEVER many times a traveller may have been to
the East, there is on his way back one experience
which is always new. After a day or two in the Red
Sea, which he finds unexpectedly wide, he wakes
one morning to see a line of rocky hills stretching on
either side of him, and to realise that he is now in
the Gulf of Suez. As the Gulf narrows, he cannot
believe that the ship will ever find her way out
through that forbidding circle of rock and desert.
It is only when she rounds the last headland, and
he sees the white houses of Suez floating in the
mirage, that he is reassured.
But where would he find himself if the navigator
were really to make a mistake, and take the wrong
turning in the night ? There would be nothing to
show him when he came on deck in the morning
that he was now in the sister gulf which lies between
the Peninsula of Sinai and the Land of Midian, but
this time the line of precipitous hills would close
ahead of him, and instead of the white houses and
the bustle of canal and shipyard, he would find at
last a land-locked bay from which there was no